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Teachers’ work: International? Intercultural? Global? 
 

Teachers’ work centres on the three message systems of curriculum, pedagogy and assessment 
(Bernstein, 1975).  While national systems typically provide substantial (and sometimes coercive) 
guidelines for the management of these three systems, guidelines that reflect particular national 
principles of social control, the situation of teachers in international schools can be much more complex. 
This paper explores these three message systems and how they might influence teachers’ work in 
different kinds of schools: those committed to Inter-national agendas (that is, national programs taught in 
different national contexts), Intercultural agendas (that is, programs that combine elements from more 
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than one cultural/national context) and global agendas  (that is, programs that are detached from 
particular national/cultural contexts). The implications for teachers who teach within schools with specific 
orientations and for those who are mobile between schools with different orientations are explored. 
 



 

 
  

 


